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Preached at the Opening of the 


1 
ROYAL HOSPITAL FOR SEAMEN AT GREENWICH, 
BEFORE THE 
DIRECTORS, OFFICERS AND PENSIONERS 


/ 


OF THE SAID HOSPITAL, 


On SUNDAY the 20th Day of SEPTEMBER, 178g, 


1 


The Rev. JOHN Coo RE, M. A. Firſt Chaplain. 4 
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At a Meeting of the DIRECTORS f GREENWICH 
HOSPITAL at that Place, on Saturday the 26th of 
September, 1789, 


RxXSOLVE Þy 


THrAarT the Thanks of this Board be given to the 


| Reverend JohN Cooxr, Firſt Chaplain of this Hoſpital, for 


the Sermon preached by him at the Opening of the CHAT EL 
on Sunday the 20th Inſtant; and that he be requeſted to print 


the ſame, 


WALTER STIRLING, Dep. Sec. 
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PRINTED AT THEIR REQUEST, 
I 8, 


. WITH GREAT RESPECT, 


INSCRIBED, 


By their moſt faithful and obedient S)Ywant, 


THE PREACHER. 
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ACTS, ch. xxvit. v. 44. 


AND THE REST, SOME ON BOARDS, AND SOME ON 
BROKEN PIECES OF THE SHIP: AND $0 IT CAME TO 
PASS, THAT THEY ESCAPED ALL SAFE TOLAND. 


R Ex ane dangers, when they are accompanied with 
extraordinary deliverances, engage two oppoſite paſſions of 
the human mind, fear and joy; from whence ariſe two 
diſtin& dutics of piety; ; deffþtion and gratitude. 


The narrative, from whence my Text is taken, is a 
model of elegant. ſimplicity, which, without any apparent 
deſign, effects every thing that is intended by the moſt la- 
boured compoſitions. It engages the whole mind, and from 
thence. paſſes to the full poſſeſſion of the heart. 


St. 
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St. Paul, the principal character in this piece; after 
having received a very refined education; brought up at 
the feet of Gamaliel, the moſt diſtinguiſhed profeſſor of 
Jewiſh literature attached himſelf to the ſtficteſt ſoct of 
the religious among the Jews, and was zealous of the Law 
as all his Fathers had been. Ardent in the duties which 
were directed by, his conſcience ; and fandioned by the vene- 
rable example of his anceſtors ; he was in a fit diſpoſition to 
oppoſe the ſmalleſt infringement of his religious rights, 
and to refiſt with firmneſs the firſt appearance of innovation. 


The Goſpel of the Son of God had juſt ſet its foot upon 
the earth, and already appeared to threaten the demolition 
of the Moſaic Inſtitutes, as well as of the Heathen Idolatry. | 


And this Goſpel found Saul among its moſt determined 
enemies. Not merely affected by vulgar prejudices, his 


diſcernment led him at once to ſee, that if Chriſtianity pre- 
vailed, there muſt be an end br the Jewiſh ritual. The 


importance of his Sect, and his proſpects as an Individual, 


| were at hazard. The impetuoſity of his temper left him no 


time to deliberate : the preſervation af his Reli gion was the 


ↄſtenſible object; and he inſtantly became the Champion 
of the Phariſees, © and breathed out threatnings and ſlaugh- 


« ter againſt the Diſciples of the Lord.” Nor were theſe 
merely the breathings of an intemperate zeal, but he perſe- | 


cuted them even unto the ** He gave * voiec againſt 


the 
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che holy Martyrs, and injuriouſly treated thoſe, who be- 
lieved; and, in the fury of miſtaken zeal, had afliſted, 
with a barbarous ſatisfaction, at the murder of an innocent 
and blameleſs man, without injury, or provocation. 


Thus diſtinguiſhed by the fierceneſs of his oppoſition to 


the Goſpel, it pleaſed God to make him the great ipſtru- 
ment of its promulgation, 


' Commiſſioned by the High Prieſts, he was journeying 
to Damaſcus to purſue his ſanguinary views againſt the 


Chriſtians. On the road he was arreſted by the hand of 
Heaven: the radiance of the Godhead ſhone around him; 


and darted ſuch effectual Conviction upon his mind, that 
« he fell to the earth.” The Lord Jeſus condeſcended to 
expoſtulate with him on his conduct; ſhewed him the 
inefficacy of his oppoſition; ſhed new light upon his mind; 
and, with extraordinary circumſtances of ſolemnity and 
ee ebe ag an 3 


Antes converted to the Faith, his diſpoſition 
received new impreffions. He went to Damaſcus ; but with 


far different ſentiments from thoſe with which he ſet out ; he 


went to preach and ſupport that Goſpel, which he had before 
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abilities as a ſcholar, bis eloquence as an orator,” were 


al immediately employed in propagating the important 
truths of Chriſtianity. The Maſter, in whoſe ſervice he 
was now engaged, apprized him that he ſhould not only 
do, but ſuffer great things for his Name ſake. 

The candour, and ſincerity of his mind, ever acting with - 
ardour upon conviction ; the fervour of his devotion to 
God, who had favoured him with an immediate communi- 
cation from Heaven, peculiarly formed him for the great 
taſk of enduring all things, as a good Soldier of Chriſt S 
Jeſus. From jeruſalem round about unto Iflyricum he 
proved himſelf the indefatigable Herald of the glad tidings 
of ſalvation. _ *. e 


The Jews, alarmed at the defection of their former 


advocate, and fearing the abilities of a man, who was daily 
making proſelytes to the Chriſtian faith, levelled all their 
power againſt him, and determined on nothing leſs than 


his deſtruction. He was ſeized on coming out of the 


Temple, by an enraged mob; thoſe intemperate judges of 
human actions! and with much difficulty reſcued from 
them by the timely aid of ſome Roman ſoldiers. _ He was 
brought before Felix at Cæſarea, as the author of the inſur- 
rection, and accuſed by Tertullus, “ as a peſtilent fellow, 
and a mover of edition.” When he had vindicated him- 
Ss | ſelf 
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ſelf from the charge with a boldneſs and energy which 
could be inſpired only by conſcious innocence ; his judges, 
Felix and Feſtus, pretending not fully to comprehend the 


nature and merits of the cauſe, propoſed that he ſhould go | 


to Jeruſalem to be judged there. The Apoſtle knew that 
his countrymen had determined to aſſaſſinate him; he was 
compelled therefore to appeal from the deciſion of a Jewiſh 
court to that of Cæſar. | In purſuance of this appeal he was 
delivered to Julius, a centurion of Auguſtus's band, to be 


conveyed to Italy. It was in the proſecution of this voyage 


that the ſcene occurred, which glows with ſuch animating 
colours on the *canvas at the altar in colours which com- 
mand our preſent admiration ; and which will continue to 
be the admiration of poſterity. The A poſtle foretold to the 
Captain the diſaſtrous event of the voyage, and diſſuaded 
him from the purſuit of it. But © he believed the maſter 


« and the owner of the ſhip, more * thoſe things which 
« were ne by Paul.“ 


Overtaken at len oth by a tempeſtuous wind, againſt which 
* the ſhip could not bear up,” they were compelled to 
reſign her to the mercy of the ſeas ; and when neither 


« ſun nor ſtars in many days appeared, and no ſmall tempeſt 


T lay on them, all n that they could be ſaved was then 
« taken away.” 


* The pifture at the Altar repreſents the Preſervation of St. Paul from 


ſhipwreck on the Iſland of Melita, and is painted by Mr. Weſt, 
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In this ſtate of terror and ſuſpenſe they were, when the 


' venerable St. Paul, «after long abſtinence, ſtood forth in 


ce the midſt of them, and ſaid, Sirs, ye ſhould have harken'd 
< unto me, and not have looſed from Crete, and to have 
gained this harm and loſs. And now, I exhort you, to be 
* of good cheer; for there ſhall be no loſs of any man's life 
« among you, but of the ſhip. For there ſtood by me this 


“ night an Angel of God, whoſe I am, and whom I ſerve, ſay- 


ing, Fear not, Paul; thou muſt be brought before Czar ; 
and lo! God hath given thee all them that fail with thee. 
«« Wherefore, firs, be of good cheer ; for I believe God, that 
ce jt ſhall be even as it was told me. Howbeit, we muſt be 


e caſt upon a certain Iſland. At length the tremendous mo- 


ment came, © when falling into a place where two ſeas met, 
« they ran the ſhip aground : and the fore part ſtuck faſt, and 
« remained-unmovable, but the hinder part was broken with 
the violence of the waves.” In this inſtant of univerſal 


terror, © the ſoldiers counſel was to kill the priſoners, leſt 


any of them ſhould ſwim out and eſcape. Dreadful 
policy ! which could fo far deaden the ſenſe of pity 
and humanity, as even in the very moment of their deliver- 
ance to ſuggeſt the ſhocking idea of precludin g their fellow- 
fufferers from the participation of that mercy, which they | 


themſelves, beyond all hope or erpectation, were receivin ing 


from their common Father ! 


«© But 
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BRBut the Centurion,” (having now learned to venerate and 
to love St. Paul) © willing to fave him, kept them from their 
1 purpoſe, and commanded that they, whocould ſwim, ſhould 
«caſt themſelves firſt into the ſea, and get to land: and the 
< reſt, ſome on boards, and ſome on broken pieces of theſhi p 


Scarcely had they Ianded upon the Iſland, before a fire, 
kindled by the hoſpitable inhabitants, afforded a freſh occa- 
ſion to our Apoſtle for the exerciſe of his faith and pa- 
tience. There came a viper out of the heat, and faſtened 
*© upon his hand,” the bite of which was known to the na- 
tives to be mortal. They, with a raſhneſs too incident to 
human nature, concluded, that St. Paul muſt be a © mur- 
* derer, whom, though he had eſcaped the ſea, yet vengeance 


« ſuffered not to live.” Thus apt are men in general to be 


influenced by firſt appearances; too haſty to ſuſpend their 
judgment till they ſee the end, they often form opinions to 
the diſadvantage of their neighbours, which a very ſhort 
time perhaps diſcovers to have been injurious, and ill- 
founded ! But, ſays the Apoſtle, | judge nothing before 


<« the time until the Lord come, who will bring to light the 
© hidden things of darkneſs, and will make manifeſt the 


. counſels of the hearts. 


s and ſo it came to paſs, that they eſcaped all ſafe to land.” | 
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The viper fell harmleſs to the ground, and when it was 


 obſetved that the Apoſtle was neither . ſwoln, nor that he 


fell down dead ſuddenly,” the opinions of the ſuperſtitious 
iſlanders were changed, ** and they ſaid, that he was a God.” 


So quick are the tranſitions of popular prejudice, from aver- 


fion to approbation, from blame and cenſure to extravagant 
applauſe! Happy is the man, who, poſſeſſed of conſcious 
integrity, and humble affiance in his God, can look on 
either with indifference ; ſatisfied with his unerring diſcrimi- 
nation, who alone can judge hang teh; of AN — 
IO human heart! 


T have touched © only thus briefly on this 25 of our 
Apoſtle 8 life, as moſt appoſite to our preſent purpoſe. ; 
The whole, however, from the time of his converſion „ is a 
great example of religious confidence. We find in him 
the moſt ardent and active zeal for his Maſter s glory ; and 


in the ſevereſt trials of poverty, contem pt and impriſon- 


ment, the moſt heroic inſtances of patience and reſolution. 
We ſee him ſuperior to all the accidents of fortune, and all 
the attacks of a corrupted and oppreflive world: in priſon 
with Silas, and ſtill praiſing God: in the moſt imminent | 


dangers, and till perſevering in his duty: 12 troubled on 


every fide, yet not diſtreſſed : perplexed, but not in de- 
te ſpair; perſecuted, but not forſaken; caſt down, but not | 
deſtroyed.” If we aſk, from whence he derived this more 
than human reſolution, ſo far exceedin g even the moſt ce- 


leb rated 


0er. 


lebrated efforts of human heroiſm ? he plaid it, he tells 


us, from his Faith in Chriſt, from his conviction of God's 
gfeat love to him, knowing this, that he who raiſed up 
the Lord Jeſus, ſhall raiſe up us alſo by. Jeſus : that all, 
«who die with him, ſhall alſo live with him; and all 
« who ſuffer with him, ſhall reign with him in glory for 


4 ever. 


The moral application of this affecting hiſtory may be 
comprized within a narrow compaſs. The Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth ; his providence ruleth, directeth, and 
pervadeth all things. Whither ſhall I go then from thy 
e ſpirit; or whither ſhall I go from thy preſence ? If I climb 
* up into heaven, thou art there: if 1 go down to. hell, 
« thou art there alſo.” You, venerable ſeamen! grown 


old, or otherwiſe diſabled, in the ſervice of your country; 


you have been the ſubjects of this Providence. You have 
been preſerved amidſt the tempeſt and. the ſtorm: in the 
midſt of dangers and of death: God hath covered your heads 
in the day of battle. Your fellow-companions, in the toils 
of war, and in the rage of the elements, have, many of them 
fallen around you: but you have been ſheltered by his 


hands, who ordereth all things according to the counſel of 


his own will. Your recollection will furniſh you with 
many inſtances of his loving kindneſs. Your own experience 
muſt have abundantly confirmed in your minds, what the 
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| pious Pfalmiſt fo affectingly expreſſes in the animated 113 
guage of devotion. They that go down to the ſea in 
« ſhips, and occupy their buſineſs in great waters; theſe men 
*« ſe the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. 
« For at his word. the ſtormy wind ariſeth, which lifteth 
up the waves thereof. They are carried up to the heaven 
and down again to the deep; their ſoul melteth away be- 
« cauſe of the trouble. They reel to and fro, and ſtagger like 
a drunken man; and are at their wits end. So when they 
« cry unto the Lord in their trouble; he delivereth them out 

* of their diſtreſs. For he maketh the ftorm to ceaſe; ſo 
that the waves thereof are ſtill, Then are they glad be- 
* cauſe they are at reſt; and fo he bringeth them unto the 
« haven where they would be. Ol that men would there 
te fore praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs ; and dechre the 
% wonders that he doeth for the children of men.” 
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Delivered, by his ſovereign protection, from thoſe hard 
ſervices which ye have undergone: from thoſe perils to 
which ye have been expoſed, you, here, in the bounty of 
your country, find your reward; an exemption from future 
toils, and a ſecurity from future wants. 
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In this peaceful harbour, leiſure caurts you to contem- 


plate the excellencies of Religion, and to exerciſe yourſelves 
in the habits of Devotion. Sad returns do you make to the 
| God 
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= „ 


D IN MI O N. 


Sod of mercies if that leiſure be ſpent in any other way, than, 
as in grateful remembrance of paſt deliverances, it ought fo 
be directed : if it be waſted in idle or vicious purſuits ; or de- 
baſed by the baneful and corrupting influence of abject in- 
temperance ! What more delightful ſpectacle can the eye of 
obſervation within its whole compaſs diſcover, than a ſo- 
ciety of old men, ſtriving % to make the hoary head a crown 


of glory, by being found in the way of righteouſneſs !” 
What more honourable than to devote our latter days to 


his praiſe, who hath been the gude and guardian of our 
JOE r | | 


Excellent and admirable as is the character of our Waut- 
trious Apoſtle throughout the whole of his religious con- 
duct; yet in no period of his various life does it appear 
more intereſting, than when we view him as Paul the 
aged, recounting his ſufferings, his perils, and deliver- 
ances : and now, reſting upon his arms, in the certain 
hope of the approbation of his God, he ſays, J have 
« fought a good fight, I have finiſh'd my courſe, I have 
« kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
* of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
« ſhall give me at that day.” This hope, this confidence, 
he acquired by being a Chriſtian, Copy his example in the 
ſteadineſs of your faith, and in the integrity of your prac- 
_ tice, and the ſame reward ſhall be yours. 
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Let us remember that when "TRIES Nature itſelf | was 
wreck'd by fin, and expoſed to the divine diſpleaſure, that 
then our bleſſed Lord came down from heaven to ſave. us. 
He ſhed his blood to redeem us; and through his merits 
alone it is, that we ſhall eſcape from the ſtorms and dangess 
of this tempeſtuous life, * all fafe to land: to that hea- 
venly land, where no rude forms ſhall affright, no cala- 
mities deſtroy. Ye are, now again aſſembled in the houſe 
of the Lord. Hither ye ſhall bring the ſacrifice of praiſe, 
and thankſgiving, and prayer; and from hence carry with 
you active ſentiments of devotion , and holy reſolutions; ſuch 
as may animate your faith, and regulate your conduct. Let 
your future lives, my brethren, be conſiſtent with the bleſſ- 
ings which you have received, and with the bleflings which 
we all hope for. Then, though our bodies be ſubject to 
decay and death, though the world which we inherit be 
deſtined to a general and final conflagration, yet, like this 
building, which we once ſaw deſolated and deftroyed by 
fire, we ſhall be raiſed again with freſh beauty, the int 
Temples of the living God.. | 
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